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GRITIOISM AND SELP-ORITICISN ARE RULES JOX THB
IEVELOPMNN? OF SOVIN? SOOIRTY, 3y LYONOY, soxa-HUM
Pudblished in the Bth issus, 1948, of the Bolshavik Magasine.
Translated inte Oh!.no'n by Chang P'ei-oh'eng.
158. Kuapg-hua Bookstors, Harbin, Nov,1948
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Dotailed Sumaary of Major Polnts.
The struggle between oppositas 48 » fundamental tenmet of Marx'e

dialectical materialism, a 1av of nature and of sooial movements, and an

|
|

,} The spacial charnoteristic of the relationships of yroduction in a

afficacious fasture of Soviet soocisty.

soclalist soolety in the absence of exploitation and class opnosition:
there is only the unified purcoss of cooperation and watual self=help
,e | which ie appropriate to the moral rule of society.

[ Afnong sovietized countries, not only class opposition but also inimicnl
attitudes batween peoples have been done away vith: likewise the instiga-
tion of mitual contention and anti-foreignism,

The Bolshevik party, in its dirsotion of the people's activities, en-
courages them to engage in orsative work, to explors all possidilities of

new and succassful progressive movaments and to realize thase possidilities.

~&

N 1t nims to strengthen the paople’s faith and confidence in naw patterns of
production, and to ralss tha prastige of the workers who devise the nev pat-
terns and processes. The Bolshevik party holds in high onteon self-initie-
tive in crentiveness by Soviet persons in the realm of such materinl and
moral power as is of sdvantage to socialism and the strangthening of soviet
sooinlist countries.

All the conditions for the development of soviet sociaty collectively
offer a favorable basis for tha enlivening spread of new depsrtures and Hr
unlimited progress in sconomics and oulture.

However, these progressive movements cannot and vi1l not develop with-
‘ out the struggle of opposiag the old and fostering the nev. The inertia of

‘ the old mast be overcome, otherwvisa thers can be no vrograss. As Stalin has
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! sald, "..there s everyvhers the struggle of that which is being dorn a-

1 gainst the 0ld and the dying: this ie n basic charactaristis of growih aad
3 progress.”

Thdanov has olearly poimted out that in tha Seviets olass aonfliet has

besn extersinated, and the struggle betwesn the old and the naw, the rise of

e )

the people from A lowsr to & highar status takes plaas, not through olass

confliots as in cupltalistic countriss, but in an atmosphere of eriticism and

et S

self-critiolsn. Suoch oritiolem is the real motive forde of our developments:

s
e e T

this i{s the powerful nev tool in the hrnde of She party. Umnuastionadly,
oritiniem is an motivity new in form, pattern and dialeetical primciple/*

In tho Soviet system thern nre naturslly not r few paints vhers aonfliets

and inconeistenciss ocour., It 1as tha duty of the leaders of the party and
the government to foresee and forestall the development of suoch conflicts, ae
for exampla, the opposition to collective farms. JNverything inimicel to the
grovth of socinlism must be unrooted, averything obstructive to the progress
of communiem must be sveot from the path. m‘l'% f:r revealing and
overcoming thesa inconsistencies snd causes of opposition is the Bolshevik
method of eriticiem and celf-criticism.

Criticien and self-criticism is an organizad activity of the party and
the govarnment devised for the purpose of persunding and correcting th«*nindi
of the peonle., And not only this,-dut alse for influencing tha backward, od- .
structionists, for rounternoting self-satisfaction, self conceit and inertia.
Stalin has said that if we do not have a way to point out our -hort-odungs
and mistakes, ouwr way vul bgoulooked. But becruse we sre determinad to
make mgwwvf -hould consider faithful nolf wGritiolss as an igportant
personal obligation withonut whioch one cnnnot develop or make progrees.

Criticism is nov baing employed by the party to develop self-initintive
in oreatime activities in connsotion with the upbuilding of rocialist
economy and culture. The practice has already widely permeated the masses and
armed them ‘o cops with congervatism and unprogressivisn, has raised thé

level of politicnl intelligsnce, and helped thea cultivate a consaiocusness

of oiviec reoponeidility.
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Stalin's reply to the question, *Nhat results areto be expeoted
from the practice of eriticies and selfeeriticisn’, memtions the follewing
pointa,
1. Inoreased ooncern on the part of the working elass with regard
to shortecomings, so that they may be the more oasily remedied,
4, Rlevation of the level of the working olass's politioal edusstion
and of thedr sense of propristorship of the oountry and fasilite
tien of thoir control of mtto:&"nfhlra.
Je Reformation and imprevement of all phuses of social reocnsiruetion,
4e  Aceomplishment of increased and improved Praductiesn,
5¢ Bullding up of communtist morality through cultivating honesb ate
titudes on the purt of citisens; promotion of acouracy and system,
6« Kindling of the desire to correct cne's shortecomings and faults,

True ecdence is abeolutely against unchanging conservatism in thought,
against the sacredness of static oreedalisnm, The object of Bolshevik critie
elsm and selfecritiocism 18 to overcome this conservative ideclogy, Tids
Practice chould result in displacing deeply intrencbsd and rigid concep-
tions when the latter do not £t motual conditions, and in replacing thea
by new, correst and reliable acnosptions, Solence 15 called soience, as
Stalin has said, because it doss not admit idolatry, it does not fear %o
destroy cld-fashioned and perishing things, and sealoualy obeys the voiee
of fastual experience,

¥arxism 1 bighly creative and against the hardened theories of the
orsede, MarxeLeninism ig Barkedly active and mobile in its development of
theoriee, and its sheories are subject to corrcotion and addition, Stalin
reninds us that creedal Marxisa should bov distinguished from oreative Harxe
isms He points out that creative Marxisn insists on reforming and aupplemente
ing ol4 forms in the 1ight of new experience, Without fearless oriticism and
ulrooﬁ.ticiu, it 15 impoesible to resolve the oconflicts between 0ld and new
ideas and points of view, The sclentifie wrker must not become the slave ef
traditions; when traditions constitute an obstacle to progress they should bve

courageously smashed, CONFIDENTIAL
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The mest effective remedy for ideelogical oonservetise and shorte
oomings 1s the Bolshevik type of criticismj it s the methed tested
‘ in the victorious struggle for the establishment of all phases of soo-
1aliem,
The best thing about the soviet socialist system is that it has !
made the laborer magésr of his fatey for the first time in history it
has raised the toiler toumprecedented heights,
Criticism usually has from 5 percent to 10 percent of truth in it)
this should be weloomed and g!ven caraful consideration, To be valuable
1t nust be serious, well«founded and not superficial,

Critiaimm greatly strengthens the Soviets, but it 1s a force that
weakens the foundations of ‘ho capitalistic lynum*)doh fears the light
of eriticiom, The propertied class is afraid to criticise the inconsiy
tencies of capitalism, Lenin has sald, "eeess i free honest eriticimm
were permitted, the whole property system would collapse., The propertied

class uses all possible methode to suppress criticism by the masses.
Occasionaly, in oxrder to deceive the reople, their own loyal tools are

ellewad to utter eriticiema within pre-detormined limits, Some bourgeols
thinkera use ordticiem of the existing order to strengthen and defend

their country's capitalirtic system and imperialist policies, not to sheke
or improve them, The only purpose of the criticisms of pseudo-socialists
and their fellowetraveller:s ia to indoctrinate the people with the detere
mination not to disturb the capitalists’s rights, It seeks to dope pecple's
diseernment, to convert labor inte protagoniste,

Under the capitalist system, the only kind of eriticisam that oan truly
be called eriticism is that which has for its objective the cverthrem of a
capitalism, The Comnunist Party is now engaged in the truly revolutionary i
criticism of the evils of bourgeois society, Marxisn was the first to link

o,

up the weapon of critiocism of oopdtalism with the uncompromising, unceasing
revolutionary etruggle of the nassen,
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